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Reclining Hercules Hellenistic 

Terra-cotta from Southern Italy 

the lion's skin on the ground and is reclining upon, 
it. His right hand is supported by his club ; in 
his left he carries a large drinking horn. The 
muscular development of the body, while very 
pronounced, is not carried so far as to be out of 
keeping with the nobility of the head. 

The three objects here discussed are only a 
small selection from the numerous representations 
of the hero to be found in the classical collec- 
tions of the Museum. They have been chosen 
as of especial interest in connection with the head 
from Sparta, — the relief as showing the relation of 
Herakles to Greek youths, and explaining why he 
may be portrayed with the features of a boy ; the 
bearded head and the statuette as illustrating the 
more popular and traditional conception. 

L. D. C. 

Sunday Docent Service 

Free to All 

THE title of Docent was first applied to a Mu- 
seum official in the Bulletin of April, 1907. Do- 
cent Service means comment on works of aft given in 
their presence, without remuneration, by representa- 
tives of the Museum otherwise employed during most 
of their time. The service is in charge of the Secre- 
tary of the Museum. On Sundays, Assistant Pro- 
fessor Henry L. Seaver, of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, or the Secretary is present 
as superintendent. The officers of the departments 
do not usually take part, both because they are 
entitled to a day of rest from Museum work and 
because the Museum desires on one day to call 
upon friends from without. The service is restricted 
to the hours between 2 and 5. The Museum is 
open from 1 to 5. The speakers wear a badge 
and are at present asked either to act as guides to 
those seeking information about the exhibits ; or to 
lead a circuit of about an hour through the galleries 
of a department with remarks on various objects ; 
or to give a half-hour talk without manuscript or a 
half-hour reading in one of the galleries to a seated 
audience on some topic suggested by objects shown 
at the time. They remain after the conclusion of 



a talk or reading to meet any persons desiring to 
pursue the matters discussed. This part of the 
service seems to the Museum especially fruitful to 
both speakers and audience. The topics and 
method of treatment are left entirely to the speakers. 
In order to meet the wishes of visitors who may 
desire to enjoy the collections undisturbed, the ser- 
vice is restricted each Sunday to half the depart- 
ments of the Museum at most. During the sum- 
mer it is at times suspended. 

The appointments of each Sunday are announced 
in the Saturday Transcript and the Sunday papers, 
and notices are mailed during the previous week to 
societies, colleges, schools, and other places of re- 
union with the request that they be made public. 
A sign in the Entrance Hall states the department 
in which there will be speaking, the kind of service 
and the hour. In the gallery where a circuit begins 
a sign announces it, and the Docent takes his start 
from this sign. In a gallery where a talk is given 
seats are arranged, and a similar sign announces it. 
Barriers are placed at the door with a card, " Please 
do not enter during the talk." The number of 
Sunday visitors makes some noise unavoidable, but 
the audiences, in which both sexes and all classes 
are well represented, have proved respectful and 
attentive. 

The hope of the Museum is that people of cul- 
ture will be willing to put their attainments at the 
service of visitors by speaking familiarly to them 
upon any subjects — artistic, literary, historical, tech- 
nical, scientific, moral or religious — that the works 
of art shown in the galleries may suggest. The 
list of speakers already includes artists, instructors, 
college presidents, clergymen, and others ; and in 
other professions beside art and teaching and preach- 
ing, as well as in business and political life, there are 
doubtless men who find (or would find if oppor- 
tunity offered) enough of interest in the Museum 
galleries to make them profitable companions to 
visitors. 

The speakers who have taken part since the re- 
sumption of the services on February 20 last are 
the following: 

Messrs. Francis H. Bigelow, Charles K. Bolton, 
Garrick M. Borden, Lacey D. Caskey, Dr. George 
H. Chase, Messrs. Clinton H. Collester, Guy Des 
Brisay, Francis H. Dike, Dr. Homer Edmiston, 
President Emeritus Charles W. Eliot, Messrs. Ves- 
per L. George, Benjamin Ives Gilman, Rev. Fred- 
erick W. Hamilton, D. D., Rev. George Hodges, 
D. D., Messrs. Charles Hopkinson, Stanley B. 
Lothrop, J. Arthur MacLean, Assistant Professor 
Arthur Pope, Assistant Professor Henry L. Seaver, 
Messrs. Joseph Lindon Smith, Kojiro Tomita, 
Professor Thomas Whittemore, and Mr. Howland 
Wood. 

A number of other gentlemen have kindly prom- 
ised cooperation in future. It is learned that many 
visitors come to the Museum on Sundays espe- 
cially to hear the speaking, some from towns at 
a considerable distance from Boston. 



